
Clockwise from above - Kubin kids,
Kakadu rock arl, rcfuelling central
Australian sve, aircmft shadow

mting curr€nt. Phil also relies on MAF for
tecbnical matten, rclating to the opemtion
ofthe Cessna 206.

Very few of the stdps that are visited
by Phil, are well-maintained bitumen - in
lact most of them are rough bush strips.
Ov€r time, this of course takes a real toll
on aircraft, panicularly propellors. This
was the case with BXT, so rccently Phil
was able to puchase a new propellor for
his aircraft, which has a smaller diameter
than the original, so will be less prone to
damage on these county stsips.

Phil shar€s that ther€ have b€en several
scary moments in his bush flying experi-
en€e ofalnost 5000h!s. One ofhis most
unusual passengsrs was a live crocodile,
that remained secured in the under belly
pod ofthe 206.

The weather in the top end can be very
treacherous. He rc.outrts a day when flying
away from cyclone Mark, he leamt about
'waves' where cyclonic weather radiates
ftom the centre. Phil thought he was head-
ing into clear weather, only to encounter
another wave, and was then pushed north
of the coast eventually landiry at Elcho
Island, gratetul for his decision to leave
with maximum firel.

Thundentorms have also taught him a
lesson or two. Orce when departing ftom
a small outstation strip, Phil checked the
windsock and found the wind to favou
RW27. The stdp had a small rise in the
centre, which then obscued the windsock
ftom the b€ginning ofthe take-offroll. He
started the take of roll, and on reaching
his abort point on the runway, found his
airspeed very low' As the windsock came
hto view, it was now showing a downwind
of apFox 35kts.
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Fortunately the aicraft was at its low-
est operating weight atrd Phil was able to
complete the take-ofi. He chose to climb
at Vx and held the airspeed despite the
temptation to pull nose up. The aircraft
cleared the trees at the end of the strip and
climbed very slowly.

Outback ministry is often lonely and
discouraging, so there are mtmy reasoDs
why only certain people are suited for it.
It takes a dedicat€d and special pe$on to
make themselves available for this vital
work- The visit lrom the bible aircraft, is
ofteD the ody contact that people who live
in these remote arcas have, for weeks at a

time. Phil will usually try and let commu-
nities lolow that he is coming, and always
fields requests to bing items with him,
that they have run out of, or need urg€ntly.
It is very easy for those of us who live in
the comfon of larger communities io lose
sight of the dimculties that our remote


